The mental expenditure of a physician in any given case, is the essential thing of value which he yields to his patient. But in what manner could we arrive at a just estimate of the worth of this, so that the individual benefited by it could return due and fitting compensation for that benefit? The shrewdest business talent recoils perforce from the solution' of this question, and our estimate of the equivalent to be rendered for professional aid must of necessity be based on very different and altogether secondary, but far from unimportant grounds. Thus, the-gravity of the case attended, the time devoted to the care of the patient, and the reputation of the physician?all these things must enter into our consideration in endeavouring to calculate the importance of the service rendered. Hence it is that strictly speaking, the 
